
 

Dear KSDS families, 

We wish to provide you with several important updates from the school.  

1. As long as the CDC and governmental guidelines for gatherings/groups remain in 
place, our school will remain closed. While we remain committed to re-evaluating this 
in the future, given current pronouncements, we want to make sure it is clear that the 
school itself is closed, including our building, and all learning is taking place “online.” 
In addition, we want to clarify that the Grandparents and Special Friends Day planned 
for May 8th is cancelled and, unfortunately, will not be rescheduled.  

2. We appreciate families’ continued patience and flexibility as MS and LS teaching and 
communication models adapt to this new learning platform. While our initial models 
transported school days to home learning, we are now shifting ourselves to a 
long-term approach. Our faculty is prepared with flexibility to adapt to this new learning 
paradigm. Adapted communication and instruction models are called for in some 
areas and more information will be coming by the end of the weekend. The end of this 
week will remain status quo, but teachers are committed to flexibility and 
understanding that there is a learning curve as our students, parents and teachers get 
accustomed to distance learning. 

3. We invite all students and families to join us for a Krieger Schechter community 
Ta’am Shabbat Zoom on Friday afternoon 3/20 at 3:30pm - we look forward to 
seeing everyone there! 

4. We invite all parents to join us on Sunday, March 22nd at 9:00 pm for a Zoom 
panel discussion and Q&A about the Coronavirus.  Dr. Eili Klein, Assistant 
Professor of Emergency Medicine and Epidemiology at Johns Hopkins and an expert 
on infectious disease dynamics will share the latest research on the evolution and 
spread of Covid-19. Then, a panel of leading physicians, all current KSDS parents, will 
answer your questions and speak about the realities on the ground here in Baltimore. 

Dr. Stuart Levine, President and Chief Medical Officer, MedStar Health 

Dr. David Maine, CEO, Mercy Medical Center 

Dr. Lauren Mendelsohn-Levin, Pediatrician, Maryland Pediatric Group 

 



 
Dr. Jonathan Thierman, Chief Medical Officer, Northwest Hospital, LifeBridge Health 

5. We will convey this to students directly but we want you to know that there are times 
when teachers are teaching other classes or engaged with other students. We ask our 
students and parents to remember that the volume of emails to faculty has more than 
tripled in a week. Please be patient and know faculty are responding as quickly as 
possible. In the meantime, if students are waiting for guidance/answers from a teacher 
about a particular assignment, we encourage them to ask a classmate or to move on 
to other material until they hear back from the teacher. If more than 12 hours have 
passed without a response, please then email again.  

Please note that we ask families not to email teachers on Shabbat (Friday sundown 
through 1 hour after Saturday sundown). School staff will send responses within 24 hours 
after Shabbat ends. 

We cannot fully articulate how privileged we feel to be working with our outstanding faculty and 
administrators who have all gone above and beyond to make sure that Schechter’s excellence 
in education continues for our students. Your positive notes of appreciation have been warmly 
received and appreciated.  

May God continue to watch over us and guide us through these challenging times and may God 
provide refuah shlemah (a complete healing of both body and spirit) to those in need.  

Rabbi Moshe 

Robyn Blum 

Wendy Gelber 

 

 


