PROMOTING DEREKH ERETZ: THE KAVOD CODE
It is the mission of the Krieger Schechter Middle School to encourage not only intellectual curiosity and a strong commitment to academics, but also caring and responsible behavior that reflects core Jewish values. As Hillel famously says in the Talmud, "What is hateful to you do not do to your neighbor. That is the whole Torah. The rest is commentary - go and learn it” (Talmud, Shabbat 31a). With this advice, the Kavod Code has been developed to guide students, faculty, and families in their conversations about student behavior.

Central to our tradition is the idea that all human beings are created in God's image. Valuing of Yir’at HaShem (Respect for God and God's creations) and Derekh Eretz (Respect) leads us to appreciate and extol the sacredness of each person and accept his or her strengths, weaknesses, and differences with understanding, compassion, and respect. We must treat each other, including our ideas, beliefs, feelings, and property, with courtesy and consideration. Members of the KSMS community have a responsibility to act in ways that will reflect positively on the school, the synagogue, and the Jewish community.

All members of the KSDS community are called upon to strive for the highest level of mentschlichkeit. Being a mentsch is a lifelong pursuit that involves resisting temptations, making hard choices, and sometimes refusing to “follow the crowd”. Sometimes it means “doing the right thing” and, therefore, accepting consequences that one would normally rather avoid. Being a mentsch is not always easy, but it is the best way to earn a “good name” for oneself, which in Jewish tradition is considered to be a truly outstanding achievement.

The following expectations and guidelines for proper behavior at KSMS are based on both of these Jewish concepts: Yir’at HaShem and Derekh Eretz, and are designed to help a student become a mentsch. Please note that this list cannot address every potential behavior scenario; however, an understanding of the values listed here can guide good decision making in all school-related situations.
Safah (Communication – Verbal, Non-Verbal and Electronic)

According to our tradition, the world was created with words. Through our words, we have the power to create, heal, and transform or to hurt and destroy. Because speaking is so easy, because words are so powerful, and because what is said can never be unsaid, Judaism insists that we use language carefully in all of its forms (spoken, written, nonverbal, and electronic). 

Here are guidelines for behaving with proper use of Safah: 

· Students should refrain from spreading Lashon Hara (gossip), whether true or false, about each other.

· Students should use appropriate nonverbal communication. Tone of voice, body language, and timing should reflect respect and kindness to others.

· Students should consider the potential impact of their words before they speak. 

· Students’ word choice in all situations should reflect sensitivity and care.

· Teasing or verbal bullying causes harm to others is not acceptable.

· Students should approach discussions with faculty and other adults with respect. This includes expressing differences of opinion in a constructive fashion.

· Students should exercise extreme caution with electronic communication. Just as there is no delete button for the spoken word, electronic communication, once sent, may always be accessed. Electronic communications should be conducted with the same care and sensitivity that in-person communication has. Please see the Technology Acceptable Use Policy for further guidelines regarding texting, social networking, and e-mail.

Yosher (Honesty)

In a Jewish school, honesty, integrity, and respect for property and possessions are core values. Moreover, they are essential to ensuring an environment where everyone can feel a sense of trust, security, and comfort. 
Here are guidelines for behaving with Yosher:

· Students should respect the ideas and words of others. Plagiarism - attaching your name to another’s work without giving proper credit - is unacceptable and dishonest.

· Cheating and lying are dishonest behaviors which destroy trust and ruin a person’s reputation. These are behaviors that are not acceptable.

· Stealing and vandalism, regardless of the degree, are absolutely forbidden.

· Students should be respectful of the property of others and return borrowed objects in the same condition which they are received.

· Students should not touch another person’s property without permission or use school equipment without permission.

Kehillah (Community)

KSDS prides itself on the strength of the community that is created between students, parents, and faculty. We strive to keep a school environment which values the bonds and idea of responsibility between people, the sense of being part of a larger Jewish community, and being a place where learning can thrive.

Here are guidelines for helping to build Kehillah:

· Students should express care and concern for the well-being of others. A community is strong when the people in it care for each other.

· Students should respect the physical and personality differences in each other. As God’s creation, each of us is precious and should be regarded and treated that way.

· On the field and in the gym, students should conduct themselves with the highest degree of sportsmanship, respecting the varying levels of playing abilities and the spirit of respectful competition that make up our athletics program.

· Students will arrive on time and prepared for class. When late, students will take their seats quietly, without disturbing instruction.

· Students will not interrupt instruction, except for emergencies, and will wait for an appropriate time to ask questions.
· Students should resolve conflicts in a peaceful and appropriate manner, refraining from behavior that might hurt or endanger others. Physical fighting is never permitted.

· Students will not bring weapons and other potentially dangerous items, such as pocket knives or sharp tools, to school.

· Students will help to keep the school building and grounds clean and free of trash.

· Students will act in ways that help preserve the environmental health of our building, neighborhood, and world. Students should recycle, minimize waste and limit damage to nature whenever possible.

· Students will keep halls, doorways, and locker areas clear of books, backpacks, and coats. All school materials and personal belongings should be kept in lockers or on designated shelves.

· Students will follow the policies of KSMS and Chizuk Amuno in matters of Jewish law, such as kashrut, prayer, and other Jewish observances, both in school and on school-sponsored activities.

· Students will respect the sacred nature of objects, such as siddurim, humashim, tallitot, and tefillin. These objects are to be handled with a degree of kavod that recognizes their value and sacredness.  

Tziniut (Modesty)
Tzni’ut (modesty) is a guideline for dress and an expression of Yirat HaShem and Derech Eretz. Tzni’ut, as applied at KSDS, calls for clothing which shows respect for oneself and other people, and which conforms to current conventional ideas about what is appropriate in an academic and religious setting.

Here are guidelines for acting with Tziniut:

· Students will respect the dignity, physical boundaries, and privacy of other people. 
· Students will avoid displays of romantic affection between students. Sexual interactions of any kind are not permitted. 

· Students will follow the KSMS Dress Code as described later in this document.

· All boys, and girls who choose, will wear a kippah in school and at school events (with the exception of PE class, athletic participation, and recess). A kippah is a sign of our awareness of God’s presence around us and is a statement of belonging to our Jewish community. 

