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“What is hateful to you, do not do unto others.”

“Each of us is responsible for the other.”

All people are created B’tzelem Elohim, in the image of God, so we must respect each and every person.  We exhibit our respect for all of God’s creations through behavior that demonstrates Kavod, honor/respect, and Yirah, reverence.

We begin with a sense of Kavod Atzmi, self-respect.  Every member of the KSDS community behaves in a manner that enhances that aspect of Tzelem Elohim that is within each of us.  We take care with our appearance, with our language and with our behavior.  And that enables us to behave respectfully toward all people.  “Let the honor of your friend be as dear to you as your own.” (Avot 2:15)

Every child has the right to feel safe:  his/her body, feelings, belongings.  Every child has the responsibility to help everyone feel safe.  The faculty will continually guide all children to learn age-appropriate behavior.  Teachers will guide all children to help them practice Derech Eretz, and it is our expectation that parents will support the school and their youngsters in adhering to these principles of proper conduct.  Improper conduct will result in the consequences outlined in the section entitled, “Disciplinary procedures.”

I.  PERSONAL ETHICS AND PHYSICAL DEPORTMENT

A. Yosher, honesty, is expected at all times.  Stealing and cheating will not be tolerated.

B. Kibud habriyot, honor/respect of other people:

1. Physical fighting is never permitted.

2. There can be no behavior that violates the rights of anyone to learn and participate in all school activities.

3. Students are expected to show respect for the work of others by not touching displayed artwork or special projects.

4. Running is never allowed in the building.  Students are expected to walk quietly on the right side of the hallway when moving through the building.

5. Students are not allowed to leave school during the day without a note from a parent or school administrator.

6. The auditorium and chapel are places for special events and services.  Students are expected to enter and exit quietly, to participate appropriately during services, and to show proper audience manners throughout all programs.

7. Each member of the KSDS community must show Derech Eretz for things (e.g., books, clothing, furniture, etc.) to avoid the prohibition of bal tashehit, being wasteful and destructive.  Halls and classrooms should be kept clean.

8. Students will be held accountable for any destruction of property belonging to the school or to an individual.

II.  LASHON N’KIYAH, RESPECTFUL COMMUNICATION

A.  It is correct Derech Eretz to greet everyone with a smile.  “Mipnei Darkhei Shalom”. Greeting others promotes peace and goodwill.  It is the school’s expectation that new students will be warmly welcomed and included in student activities.

B. Students are expected to be polite to one another and to treat peers with kindness.  This includes attentive listening to the opinions of classmates and the display of respect for the rights, beliefs and personalities of all members of the student body.  Halbanat Panim, embarrassment, Ona’at D’varim, insulting words, and Lashon HaRa, gossip/slander, will not be tolerated.  Speaking ill of others is contrary to the principles of respectful communication and Jewish values.

C. Appropriate language and manners are expected by all students in relation to everyone in the school community:  teachers, administrators, other students and support personnel.

D. Sexual harassment is defined as unwanted sexual attention and behavior from peers, supervisors, or anyone with whom the victim may interact.  The range of behaviors includes verbal comments and all forms of unwanted touching.  Students, staff, and faculty are expected to regard all members of the community respectfully.

III. DRESS CODE (GUIDELINES REFLECT KAVOD ATZMI, SELF-RESPECT, AND KIBUD HABRIYOT, RESPECT FOR OTHERS AND FOR THE JEWISH ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH WE LEARN.)

A. Boys are required to wear kippot at all times with the exception of physical education classes.  The wearing of kippot is optional for girls.  Students are required to bring kippot from home with names in them.  We do not allow children to share kippot.

B. Clothing must be clean, neat, and not torn.  Undergarments should not be visible.  All clothing worn must comply with dress code regulations.
C. On Fridays, students are expected to wear white shirts/blouses with collars in honor of Shabbat.  

IV.  LUNCHROOM REGULATIONS
A. Kippot must be worn by boys.  Kippot are optional for girls.

B. Students are to remain in their seats, unless seeking assistance from an adult.

C. Students will use “inside voices”.

D. Where free seating is permitted, students may not chide or reject persons who choose to sit at their tables.

E. Students are not to throw food or trash.  Food must be treated with proper respect.

F. Lower School students will recite HaMotzi before eating.
G. At the end of lunch, students will pick up trash.  All trash is to be disposed of in the trashcans or special recycling containers.  Students must follow the directives of the lunchroom supervisor when requested to dispose of trash in the proper containers.

H. Lower school students will recite Birkat HaMazon in their classrooms after recess.

I. Students not acting properly with regard to food and behavior in the lunchroom or at recess will not participate in lunchtime games or have recess.

V.  REGULATIONS FOR FIELD TRIPS
A. All standards of this Derech Eretz Code are to be observed on field trips.

B. Kashrut is observed on field trips.

C. Prior to each field trip, these Derech Eretz rules will be reviewed.

D. Children may be asked to wear a specific shirt such as the monogrammed KSDS shirt.


DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES

The purpose of all discipline is to help children focus on specific behavior and affect meaningful positive change.  The faculty will continually guide all children to learn age-appropriate behavior and will provide positive reinforcement to encourage these standards.  A child will meet with a teacher/administrator only when a student’s behavior breaches the age-appropriate standards set for the school community and/or infringes on the safety of others.  Parents will be contacted at this time.

1.  The following steps will be taken in the event of a serious infraction of a rule or regulation set forth in this document.  Students will be held individually accountable for their own behavior.

A. The first infraction of a rule will result in an appropriate disciplinary discussion with school personnel. The child will be actively involved in the discussion and will be assisted in his/her understanding of the inappropriate behavior and a discussion of alternate, appropriate behavior will also be included.  
B. At the second disciplinary action, the student will be sent to an administrator.                   Other appropriate discipline may be necessary.  Parents must be notified.  

C. In the event behavior does not change, parents will conference with administrative staff, including the Headmaster.  Appropriate disciplinary action will be determined at this time, the record of disciplinary interventions will be kept in the office and reviewed regularly by the Lower School administrative staff.

2.  Warnings and disciplinary action will be given for inappropriate behavior, inappropriate dress, disrespectful language, or failure to follow rules which might be hurtful to others physically or personally.

3.  Physical fighting is not allowed under any circumstances and will result in immediate consequences.

4.  If there is a behavior that is extremely disruptive, violent or disrespectful, any of the above steps may be skipped and detention, a phone call home, suspension or expulsion may be implemented.  Parents may be called to remove a child from the school at the time of infraction.

5.  KSDS reserves the right to expel any student for misconduct involving a serious infraction of basic societal rules, codes or serious habitual discipline offenses.


KRIEGER SCHECHTER PRIVATE 
LOWER SCHOOL

STUDENT AGREEMENT - DERECH ERETZ GUIDELINES
This page is to be kept at home so that parents and students may view contents throughout the year.

I have the right to feel safe in school:  my feelings, my body, my belongings.  I have the responsibility to help others feel safe in school: their feelings, their body, their belongings. 

As a student at the Krieger Schechter Day School, I understand and agree to the following statements:

I am an important person in my school.  School is a place where I am valued.

I am going to school to learn, play and make friends.  I will try my best at recess and at all times to include others in my play.

In order for everyone to have a good day at school, each student has to cooperate, and follow the rules.

My teacher will explain the rules to me and will give me a chance to learn them and to remember them.

I must not hurt, tease or disturb any other child in the school.

I must behave respectfully to my teachers, my classmates, and all other people in the school.

I must behave respectfully toward school property.  The building, books, furniture, toys, games and equipment are part of my school.  I will take care of them.

I am to follow the rules told to me by teachers and administrators the first time I am asked.

I know that it is dangerous to run in the halls.

When I walk in the halls, I must walk quietly on the right side.  I do not want to disturb other people who may be working as I pass.

When I eat lunch in the lunchroom I will clean up after myself and be responsible for my table.  I will talk and eat quietly in my seat.

When I come to services or assemblies, I will walk in and find my seat quietly.  I will listen attentively and quietly, participate when I am supposed to do so, and be responsive to school guests and presentations.  And when it is time to leave, I will leave quietly.

I know that loud voices can disturb others.  When I am inside I will use my inside voice.

I will try to treat others just the way I would like to be treated, and I will try to do my best.  

DERECH ERETZ AGREEMENT

2009-2010
We have read every page of the Lower School Derech Eretz Guidelines, understand the requirements found therein and agree to abide by the rules established by the Krieger Schechter Day School.

Parent’s Signature ___________________________
________________________

(If there is a custodial parent, that parent’s signature must appear above)

Student’s Signature ___________________________

Student’s Signature ___________________________

Student’s Signature ___________________________

Date __________________

(If there is more than one child in Lower School, each should sign)
This page must be signed, dated and returned to the school office no later than September 10, 2009.  The rest of the document should be kept at home in a safe place, and should be available for review by both parents and students throughout the year.









Thank you
